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New lease of life peeping out of chaos

Tapashi Laha
Bilingual writer, teacher and sub-editor of Indology Magazine

The art of storytelling has transcended various thresholds, reclaiming the dissolution
of timelines, history, myth and the contemporary. Trishna Basak’s Bengali novel,
entitled Punarujjivan (Rebirth), does bear ample evidence of meticulous juxtaposition
of the perspective of the subaltern, not withholding while keeping up the beauty and
magic, query and curiosity in relatively proper measure. Here, the concept of power
is not shown in the light of that singular concept of the haves and the have-nots.
Rather, the novelist points out how the dichotomy of the concept of the marginalized
is played out simultaneously by some characters belonging to the royalty as well as
those being affected by the actions of people in power, the poor ones. How even being
born in a royal threshold does not give enough sustenance to the honour and safety
of characters like Gandhari or Draupadi, who are mere puppets of situation and
later pushed into a self-chosen decision of revenge, not conducive to their unhealed
trauma, borne out of being used as rather property than free individuals.

Based on one single episode of the rebirth of all who died in the war of Mahabharata
from the titular Indian epic. The war that was fought between the Pandavas (five sons
of Queen Kunti) and the Kauravas (hundred sons of Queen Gandhari) bore the mere
backdrop.

The post-war scenario leads to disheartening disruption of a prior stable societal
balance. The conventional myth of calling out the losers of war as villains is also
broken through the conversation of the subjects, where they discuss how the
Kauravas, especially Duryodhana, proved to be better ruler by the survey of work
through common eyes. How the newly set-up dynasty of the Pandavas was informed
on the basis of mass exploitation of people and natural resources. The burning of the
Khandava, killing of the lower castes, the various weapons in war to bring extinction
to cultivation and natural forestry, absolute hampering of ecological balance.

The character of Krishna plays the very mediocre modern-day man in power, full
of oration, hardly capable of bringing his people out of the menace. Society, playing
as an autonomous character, does its treatment with the starting of a new social order.
The inter-caste marriage between the Brahmin pundit and the Shudra woman laid
its foundation as the bookish knowledge of the Brahmin, with no practical usability,
alienated his existence within his own household, where his Shudra wife turns out to
be one in power with ample knowledge to run her newly-formed little dynasty.
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A heady ride through the heydays of rock 'n’ roll

S. R. Praveen
S. R. Praveen is a journalist with The Hindu and the author of the book Ticket to Kerala:
The Story of Malayalam Cinema.

Probably due to the timelessness of their songs, one can’t really imagine a time when
some of our legendary musicians were young or new. It would seem they have been
around since the beginning of time and will still be around when the end of times
nears. One cannot be faulted for assuming this in a year in which the Rolling Stones,
with all their members in their 80s, have just released a new album. Their debut album
came out in the early 1960s.

Early on in Uncool, filmmaker and journalist Cameron Crowe’s memoir, there pop
up several instances where Crowe chances upon great musicians before they hit the
big league. For instance, in April 1964, when he was still in school and yet to become
a music journalist, his mother announced one day that she had got the concert tickets
to see a “kid named Bob Dylan”. Twenty-three-year-old Dylan had just released the
album The Times They Are a-Changin.

Crowe is best known for his semi-autobiographical film Almost Famous (2000),
about a teenage rock journalist accompanying a band on tour to write a cover story
for Rolling Stone magazine. A lot of the events in the film, and even more exciting
stuff, actually happened in his life too, as is evident from the book. It marks the
decades when rock music really was one of the cornerstones of global popular culture.
As a 15-year-old music journalist, he chanced upon the rock phenomenon before the
mainstream press was yet to show interest. Through his writings back then, the movie
years later and now this memoir, Crowe really manages to capture the spirit of rock
’n’ roll. It's a memoir which moves with the ease of listening to a favourite record on
a lazy Sunday morning.

Just as he has captured succinctly the myriad feelings that a song can evoke, he
writes of his initial days sneaking in for backstage interviews and the heady days of
touring and interviewing the biggest bands on the planet. By the time he hit his 20s,
he had interviewed and written much-lauded cover stories on Led Zeppelin, Allman
Brothers Band, The Who, Kris Kristofferson, Jim Croce, Eagles and a whole host of
others, including the elusive David Bowie, all in their prime. One cannot turn these
pages without a touch of envy for the writer and nostalgia for a time much before I
was born. The book was also a journey which helped me discover bands, artistes and
songs, like Jackson Browne’s “These Days.
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